CLIFFORD ROAD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Minutes of the Parent Council Meeting
held at the school at 8:50am on Wednesday 2nd April 2014
Present:

Audrey Eales (AE)
Kirsty Garrod (KG)
Andrew Nivison (AN)
Ellie Robinson (ER)

Kathlyn Ross (KR)
Natasha Swanton (NS)
Steve Wood (SW)

In attendance:

Catherine Hughes (CH)
Michele Quinton (MQ)

Natasha Wakeman (NW)

1

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

ACTION

Apologies for absence were received from Ruth Crossley (RC), Meg Jay (MJ),
Amy Buckles (AB) & Denise Powling-Roles (DPR).
2

PACKED LUNCHES / LUNCHTIMES
NW (Head of Kitchen) attended the meeting to discuss how the new initiative for
all KS1 to have free school meals will be catered for in September.
She explained there will be more trollies & more staff. New food options such as
Jacket Potatoes with a choice of fillings will also be available.
Initially it will be trial-&-error until it is known how many children will be taking up
the option.
There had been a concern that the last classes in for lunch always miss out on
the “top choice” & some children say there’s nothing left at the end.
The order in which the children are called in for lunch is rotated daily & NW has
been monitoring & recording what choices remain in both the canteen & hall each
day. Occasionally food runs out, particularly when trialling a new menu, but this is
noted & rectified next time.
NW explained children are not allowed to have no food on their plates but it is up
to them whether they eat it so it was suggested a letter could go home to parents
to encourage children to eat.
CH has some ideas including a Nutrition Workshop which she is looking in to.
There was a matter regarding Packed Lunches that was to be raised but the
parent involved was unable to attend so this will be moved to the next meeting.
There is still some confusion as to what chocolate or biscuit is or isn’t acceptable
in packed lunches. The MDSAs give letters to children who have sweets, nuts etc.
In their lunchboxes requesting they not bring it in again & reminders regularly go
in the newsletters.

3

MINUTES

3.1

The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 28th February 2014 were accepted as
a true record.

3.2

Matters arising from the minutes
5 Ofsted
SW received a letter from Sir Michael Wilshaw, the Head of Ofsted,
congratulating the school on the improvements made. A copy will be sent out to
parents today to thank them for all the support they have given.
6.1 Hand Hygiene
There is the ongoing issue of not enough paper towels, toilet rolls, soap etc but
1

CH

4

CH has tasked the premises staff with ensuring they are checked every day so
they are always readily available.
It was suggested there are dispensers of antibacterial soap available for adults to
use around the school & CH will look in to this.

CH

6.3 BLP (Building Learning Powers)
An information evening meeting will be held after Easter.

SW

PARENT COUNCIL & PTA
RC was unable to attend the meeting but had sent a copy of a leaflet she has
produced to advertise the Parent Council & PTA .
A minor change needs to be made to the Representative list otherwise it was
agreed to send it out.
Dates for future meetings were put on the Newsletter.
The notice-boards in the playground are extremely out of date but CH said she
will now ensure they are updated regularly.
Everyone understands the need for the new security measures however Parents
feel distanced from the school which may explain the lack of support for PTA etc.
It was agreed an informal drop-in coffee morning would be a good way for parents
to get together to discuss any issues as well as encourage them to support the
school with fundraising etc.

CH

CH

It was agreed that raising money for specific items would be more productive as
parents are unaware of what the PTA have purchased so this needs publicising.
The website would be ideal for this & CH is looking into how it is currently run &
updated.
It is not as user-friendly as it could be & a parent has offered to help & there may
be the possibility of apprentices from BT assisting.

CH

CH explained she is currently putting Communication Plans in place to ensure
information is readily available to parents. This includes looking into Facebook &
Twitter but she has received mixed reviews on these from the schools that use
them.

CH

The School Council have also raised funds for playground equipment which also
needs publicising.
They are also looking into refurbishing the pond area & CH will come back with
more information at the next meeting.
In the past money was raised for the Swimming Pool & it was queried where this
has gone. It may have been used in the running costs of the pool but CH will look
into this & report back at the next meeting.

CH

CH has a file of everything that has already been done with regards to the
Swimming Pool refurbishment.
She noted down the names of all those Council members willing to be involved in
a working party & will speak to Kris Hampel (Chair of Governors & Premises
Committee).

CH

As agreed at the last meeting RC spoke to CS & the new mats etc she requested
have been ordered & will be paid for by the PTA.
5
5.1

CH

AOB
Teaching Staff:
There are concerns that there are two very unsettled classes & parents asked for
2

reassurance that things will improve.
SW explained there is a very strong teacher starting in Year 5 after Easter & if
teachers are off sick, where possible, we use well-known supply teachers.
There was also a request that, although the class involved are kept updated,
could other parents be informed as this would be reassuring for the children due
to go into that year in September.
6

DATES OF FUTURE MEETING
The dates of the next meetings will be:
Wednesday 14th May at 8:50am
Wednesday 18th June at 8:50am

The meeting closed at 10:15am.
Signed
Date
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